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securing redress of grievances, with an infallible remedy, and withal a
remedy that blesses those that use it and also those against whom it is
used. If the covenanters know the use of this remedy, I fear no ill
from it. I have no business to doubt their ability. They must ascer-
tain whether the disease is sufficiently great to justify the strong
remedy and whether all milder ones have been tried. They have con-
vinced themselves that the disease is serious enough, and that milder
measures have utterly failed. The rest lies in the lap of the gods."
To inaugurate the new movement Gandhi started a Satyagraha
Sabha in Bombay, consisting of Mrs. Naidu, Horniman, Jamnadas
Dwarkadas, L. R. Tairsee, Shankarlal Banker, Vallabhbhai Patel
and many others. The work of getting signatories to the pledge
proceeded very briskly, as many as 1,200 persons enlisting their
names within a fortnight. Enthusiastic meetings began to be held
everywhere. The pledge was signed by a large number of people and
bulletins were issued regularly.
The statement issued by the Satyagraha Sabha in March said:
"The committee contemplated by the satyagraha pledge has advised
that for the time being laws regarding prohibited literature and
registration of newspapers may be civilly disobeyed.
"With reference to prohibited literature the committee has selected
the following prohibited works for dissemination: Hind Swaraj by
M. K. Gandhi; Saroodaya or Universal Dawn by M. K. Gandhi (being
ajgaraphrase of Unto This Last); The Story of a Satyagrahi by M. K.
Gandhi (being a paraphrase of the Defence end Death of Socrates by
Plato); The Life and Address of Mustafa Kemal Pasha (Printed at the
International Printing Press, Phoenix).
"In making this selection, the committee has been guided by the
following considerations: (i) To cause as little disturbance as possible
among the governors and the governed; (2) Until satyagrahis have
become seasoned, disciplined and capable of handling delicately
organized movements, to select such laws only as can be disobeyed
individually; (3) To select, as a first step, laws that have evoked
popular disapproval and that from the satyagraha standpoint are
the most open to attack; (4) To select laws whose civil breach would
constitute an education for the people, showing them a clear way out
of the difficulties that lie in the path of honest men desiring to do
public work; (5) Regarding prohibited literature, to select such books
and pamphlets as are not inconsistent with satyagraha, aad which